Monit oring Changesin Your Dog

Often times, pets visit their groomers more
often than their veterinarians. Professional
groomers get to know your pets very well. We
can notice changesin your dog@® behavior, skin
condition or growt hs, eyes, hearing, etc.
Professional groomersare NOT veterinar ians
and do NOT have the clinical expertise needed
to make a diagnosis. However, we wil | bring
any changesto your attention, and wil | issue
report cards to bring to your veterinarian so
that we canwork together to ensure that your
dog gets the care he/ she needs.

How M uch Does Grooming Cost?

The cost of a professional groomin g depends
on the size and temperament of the dog, the
condition of the coat, and the cut you are
requesting. Pleaseunderstand thatitis
difficul t for agroomer to give an accurate
guote over the telephone with out seeing the
dog, as two dogs of the same breed may
require very differe nt amounts of work. Your
groomer can give you a Osarting pr iceO oer
the phone, but your best bet isto the bring the
dog in and discuss specifics of the haircut with
your groomer. You can receive an esimate
before any work is done on your dog.

Is it A ppropria teto Tip My Groomer?
We are often asked this question by clients.
Yes, it is appropriate (and appreéated!)to tip
your groomer. Professional grooming isa
skilled trad e that takes years to perfect and
require s constant education. Not unlik e your
own hair styli st or barber, it isa courtesy to let
your groomer know you are happy with the
style, care and attenti on he/ she is performing

for your dog.
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If you are a dog owner, you know how
nice it is to share your home, or even
your bed, with a clean-smelling pooch!
Of courseit@important to you that your
dog looks and smellsgood, but there are
other important aspeds of grooming to
consider. There are health and comfort
benefits for your four-legged friend.

One of the bes things you can do for
your pet is to have him/he r groomed
regularly . All dogs, whether short or
longhaired, wil | benefit from
professional grooming. How often
depends on the breed. Some need
grooming every 4to 6 weeks; others,
every 8 to 10 weeks; and others are

groomed with the change of each season.

Your groomer can offer guidan ceand
answer any questions you might have.

At the Animal House,wetruly careabout
thewell being of your pet Westriveto
provideyou with the best,mostcomplete
servicepossible. Weare highly
reconmendedby current clients, and
welcaneany feedackyou may haveto hdp
us continue providing top-notchgroaming
services

Every profe ssional grooming includes a
bath, blow dry, cleanin g and plu cking
(when appropriate) of ears, clipp ing
and/or grinding of nails, shavin g the pads
of the feet, cleaning sanitary areas, anal
gland release (upon request), haircut,
cologne and bandana/bows.

Cleaning and plucking of ears:ltis
imp ortant to keep the ears cleanto avoid
infections. Some breeds (like bichons,
some terriers, poodles and others) grow
hair in their ears that needsto be plucked
to help prevent infections, mitesand other
health issues. It is often a professional
groomer who alerts a dog owner to foul
smelling earsand infections that may need
veterinary attention .

Clipping /grindi ng nails: If you hear
clicking on the floor wh en your dog walks,
his/ her nails are too long. Nail sneed to be
trim med once a month. Nail s that are too
long caninjure the dog® nail beds, cause
splayed feet that are painful to walk on,
and the nails can grow into the dog@® skin.
Regular trim ming will also prevent the
blood vesselin the toenail (the quick) from
growin g too long. Long quicks will result
in bleeding and discomfort when the nail s
are finally trimmed.

Shaving the pads of the feet: Many
breeds grow hair between the pads of their
feet. Dirt and other debris can get stuck in
thi s hair, which makes the dog feel the way
we do when we have arock in our shoe.
Getting rid of that hair wil | also reduce
the amount of dirt/ mud that is tracked
into your house.

Fleas. Even when dogsare on a
monthly preventative, they can still get
fleas. Professional groomers are often
the onesto alert dog ownersto aflea
sighting or problem. Fleabathsare done
immediately to kil | the pests and bring
comfort to the dog. Follow-up careis
also discussed with clients.

Sanitary area: Overgrown hair in the
groin areacan lead to urinary tract
infections in both male and female dogs.
It can also cause pet excrementsto get
stuck in the hair and trailed through
your home.

Anal glands: If your dog is scoating
his/ her behind on the ground, the anal
sacs may be full. If they are not emptied,
they can become impacted and infected.
We releaseglands externally (veteran-
arians releasethem internally). Itis done
by request at no addi tional charge).

Should I Groom My Dog Year-
Round?

Simply answered, yes. The benefits and
necessity of grooming are not seanal.
There is always the need to keep up with
pet hygiene and the basics of grooming
in order prevent foot problems, various
infections, matting , discomfort, and
many other health issues




